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SWORN LETTER OF RIGGS NATIONAL BANK
WHICH ACCUSES TREASURY OFFICIALS
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Government States
department Government charged with

care national time
universal jianlc, evidences

our purpose wreck this
llshed article severely criticising you with respect p.n.lo and nothing else than this bank's nnnssall- -

certain transaction conducted by you Assistant Sec- - lU(1(J potion defeated that purpose.
rclnry of the Treasury, nnd when another article of slm- - Tjip Treasury Department was not content with- -

liar Import appeared the same paper following )lrnu-- from t).mk tn,, fmiU vx)ht , lu ,mM
day Mr. Glover, president of this bunk, received r.troi, tint Insisted upon the withdrawal a larpe
a request call ofTlce of the Secretary the fUn,j eontrolhsl by the War Department.
Treasury.

Mr. Gloer promptly compiled with that request, favoritism Charged
.hough he had not the remotest Idea of why was made. WhJ SV (h- - Tr(1;MUrv ,vas w
and he hardly more than entered the Secretary s

ofllce when he w.schargcil most offensive manner )1nm,nt townrd lmj) wh
with having Inspired those publlcat Mr. (.lover em- - , .

denied that chnrge and the Secretary then de- -

...... ,... tr i. . ....... n 1.l.,,.Aie nA....lklA

bank;

of

every wbicli your
e.are.1 imu ii.ioi.-.-

, s . .n . ln,..s,., K .Comptroor Cun-Ono- shows thnt
iiriie,- .- ...r., ... -.- ..,i- u hli ,0pJ vlo)linnK Uln, rOCtion ,hl bank--

assMcliites In this bank.

on

to
no an

of

In
on

to to
an to ,f

as

to
In on ti,

C. C. it of
to at of

It

In ug nn ipr
on ((

It to

i.ir ,t
act which Its right to Incur nnd

Mr. Clover demanded to know who of his associates .... . h on .,.,,. dav If
were supposed lo be responsible, and the Secretary was below amount retired hv law.
named the Flather and Mr. Alios. wmW PXtPml ,,, MmmnnipnUon HVOn.l a

Glover replied that before accusing n.asonnMl. U)U rr us to review the letters which
cenrienien tne or ine i reasnry nouiu sn.i ,ms0)1 iteen your an.l this bank, because i

for them and hear what they hud to ay about the ,noy )Yt,r I)l0ri, tlfln four j,undrel printed page, n
",:,,,fr- - will not be anil-- , however, to say that In this voltim- -

The Itnnkrrs Kvaiiiined. ou have not in single
Accordingly Messrs. Alle- - ami Ilnther -- uin- ordered or nsinesteil this bank to discontinue nnv

nioiie.1 to the Treasury Department, and there in your business practice which It lias followed, nor have you
presence and the presence of r.lllott the Secretary suggested the adoption of new or different business
proceeded tn question them about the newspajier ar- - method, fact that our lsiard of
tides. He flrt questioned Mr. Fhtther. who declared directors by formal resolution invited your suggestion
that lie had not lsn connected with the articles lu any In that regard.
way and bad not known anything of them until his at- - obj.s-- t throughout seems to have been to find

ton was called to them. mutter for complaint, rather than for In- -

The Secretary iheu turned to Alios and charge,! ni eager blue I to find wine misconduct
him with having instigated the articles. Mr. Ailes on the part of the officers of this bank that you have
asserted, distinctly and that he lu call.sl eperfs to you in that effort,
no way responsible for them, but the Secretary grew You kept regular bunk examiner for rlils ill.
Increasingly violent in his denunciation and finally trlct. with an assistant, employed In an examination of
exclaimed with an oath that he would Mr. Albs It from Kith of .'o ember. 1P1 1, to the itlth of

.nit of his and turning to Glmcr said; January, liil.". ; when that iiiipns-islentis- l exauilnn- -

i Hover, you know what this means to the Itlggs Na- - tlon disclosed nothing hleh would supis.rr jour attack
Mniiiil Hank." you brought an examiner from another district and

Hut plain threat implied ordered him. In cooperation with your regular examiner,
in tbl expression and the gross to eoiuluct a special examination of our officers under
Impropriety of a public official private citizen

his to examine ami denounce them about
a newspaper criticism we could not believe that a

Secretary of the Treasury or an Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury would abuse the of hi great
offhi' In order to liongn himself for what lie snpmsed
lo be a political offenee against him, we had u

right to expect that the disagreeable Incident
when we left the Secretary's office. Hut that

we wero not to realize Just and reasonable ex-

pectation was soon made apparent by the following

Incident About Tuxes.
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e us to be a lrille .1 11(1

perhaps net or uas. Hitherto, tried,
have hy forU'itrauee endeavored tn allay your

ii ii.l to answer long bejond
time sol f. and good opinion others
warranted a different course.

We recognize to the fullest your
anil your to give lo hank, as to all

bunks under your Jurisdiction, the most rigid
under law; will future,

.is we hae in the past, reports and complete
answers to Inquiries. Hut come may we

not further submit to or resNind to Inquiries that
Washington public to pay Its annual during palpably transcend propriety or authority and
Inst month In the year which taxes are payable, which violate the common rules of dtveney self,
and tho Inevitable result of that was to create a resjct.
stringency In the local market at that time, Having foregoing we now comply

In order to obviate that difficulty Treasury with jour request with respect to tlm destruction the
Department has It a rule for the last eight or ten piters niitl of this bank and say that neither

to deposit In the Isinks nf this city, the the first of May, WH. nor before that time, have
usual tax paying time, a stun equal to the which any of book of record or account or any portions
is then withdrawn for the purpose of paying taxes, and thereof or any or reports or statements
the sum so deposited Jias been distributed the or vouchers or documents of thi bank destroyed,
hanks In proportion to Individual deposit, the mutilated or disposed of.
theory being that withdrawal for tax paying pur- - Not only as a matter of compliance with your de- -

pose would he lu the s.une proportion. manil. but aIo because we desire that certain matters
Hut the dejiosit was ninde last year the of f.icf In this communication shall be placed beyond

National Hank was excluded from all in any doubt, we niake oath to this letter,
fund. The fact that the usual deposit was made A only the president and the to

with every national bank In Waslilngton except till was have cognizance of all the facts herein stated, they
a for which no reasonable excuse subscribe.
he given; and that discrimination becomes the more ap-

parent nnd the more unjust when It Is that
about one-llft- of the tnxe of the District of Columbia

are paid by our deiKiHlinrs uml the money with
which those taxes aro paid Is drawn out of tills bank.

When we found that bank had been
against wo addressed under of May ft,

COMPTROLLER WILLIAMS'S REPLY
THE RIGGS NATIONAL BANK

WhtHNnoNi M'l'H 12. Coinpi Williams Is-

sued thl statement

"I have not seen the bill tiled by the

hut havo read the exlnuis furnished press.
"The recent Investigation of the affairs of thr

Itlggs National Hunk disclosed Irregularities and uu
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UesH-c- t fully yours,
CIIAKI.KS C. GI.OVFIt, President.
M. F. AIl.FS,
WII.I.IA.M .T. FIiATIIFU,

Subscribed ami sworn to lioforo me this, Dm ninth
day of March, nil...

WILLIAM II. DOItSF.Y. Notary Public, D. C.

TO

coiuplalnanis.

lawful practices on the part of certain officers of
sufficient Importance to merit I heir reference to the
Department of Justice, and th.it department engaged
Ihe son Ices of Louis D, Hraiitltis of lloston some weeks
ago us Kieclul counsel lu the case.

Coiifiiiut;(l on Second I'agit,

The Institution Gets an Injunction
to Prevent the Comptroller From

Penalizing It and From Mali-
ciously Harassing It. 9

WILLIAMS ISSUES A COUNTER BLAST
BITTERLY ASSAILING THE BANKERS

Hc Declares That They Unlawfully Got
I Dummy Loans From Their Own Institu

tionFight Expected to Broaden.

THE Riggs National Bank of Washington, one of tin- - inont
powerful financial institutions of the country, appealed to
the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia yesterday

to prevent Secretary McAdoo and Comptroller of the Currency
Williams from continuing their alleged attempts to wreck thei
bank.

In response to the petition, which in the form of a bill of
complaint charges the Secretary and the Comptroller with
conspiracy, the court granted a temporary injunction giving the
relief asked.

Comptroller Williams issued last night a counter blast
against the Riggs National, in which he accuses the bank off-

icers of many unlawful practices, and declares that they were at
one time borrowers from their own bank, by direct and indirect
means, of funds equal to two-third- s of the institution's capital.

New York bankers generally approve the action of the
Riggs National Bank in bringing the fight into the courts.

This action is regarded as the beginning of a great strug-
gle between McAdoo and Williams on one hand and banking
interests which they have attacked in one form or another.

The effect, political and otherwise, upon the Administra-
tion is expected to be of a far reaching character. The
Treasury officials are. preparing to carry the battle along the
criminal lines if the course seems advisable.

McAdoo's enmity against certain banking interests has
been assigned to their refusal to support him in the tunnel
project here.

Comptroller Williams is said to harbor a deep resentment
against the Riggs National Bank officials as the result of his
Seaboard Air Line experiences.

These and other points of friction have been much dis-

cussed in the banking circles of the East and the present suit
, merely fulfils expectations of a tremendous conflict.

BANK GETS INJUNCTION TO
STOP BEING HARASSED

WisuiNUTON. April 12. The P.lggs til.ido by your otllcers under oath or
National Hank, one of the strongest I otherwise and yrur lung continue.!
of the Institutions of this city and defiance of the law and disregard lor
allied with the National City Hank j the itistrurtmns of this olllcc, you are
of New Yoik, has appealed to the hereby untitled the Cuinprrol'iM

courts to protect It against the al-

leged malice of Sceretnr McAdoo and
John Hli.iltoii Williams, t'omptrolbT
of the Currency.

Tho olllcers of this powerful bank
charge McAdoo and Williams in effect
with attempting to wreck tho bank's
business In odor to vent their per-

sonal vinrtlcttvenrss. Tho olllcers

further aver that Government nnd
other deposits have been forced from

them as the result of the McAdoo- -

Williams campaign and they declare

that they have been harassed beyond

further endurance.
' The bank shortlv after the tiling of

Its i'inarlablo petition In tho Supremo
Court of the District of Columbia got

'

a temporary Injunction granting the
relief iike,l tending argument on
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stntemenl.
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j nnd described thole court action n.s an

effort to pose as martyrs.
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